J SUPREME COURT OF ILLINOIS JUDICIAL COLLEGE
COMMITTEE ON GUARDIAN AD LITEM EDUCATION (GALE) ROSTER

Alison Stankus, J.D., MSW, Chai

Asst Public Guardian/Juv Div Trng Coordinator
Office of the Cook County Public Guardian
Chicago, IL 60612

June 30, 2028 C | June 30, 2030 M

Susan Barker

Deputy General Counsel

Department of Children & Family Services
Springfield, IL 62701 | June 30, 2027

Anne D. Bartolo
Attorney at Law
Peoria, IL 61602 | June 30, 2026

Hon. Anna Benjamin

Associate Judge, ret.

Sixth Judicial Circuit, Champaign County
Urbana, IL 60801 |June 30, 2027

Andrew Bequette
Attorney at Law, Bequette Law Office, P.C.
Urbana, IL 61801 |June 30, 2027

Kathryn Gordon

Assistant Public Defender

Office of the Lake County Public Defender
Vernon Hills, IL. 60061 | June 30, 2029

Sarah Hawkins

Director, Domestic Relations Division
Office of the Cook County Guardian
Chicago, IL 60602 | June 30, 2028

Hon. Kimberly D. Lewis

Circuit Judge

Circuit Court of Cook County
Chicago, IL 60612 | June 30, 2028

Hon. Amy L. McFarland

Associate Judge

Eleventh Judicial Circuit, McLean County
Bloomington, IL 61701 | June 30, 2029

Alpa J. Patel

Deputy Public Guardian

Office of the Cook County Public Guardian
Chicago, IL 60612 | June 30, 2029

Hon. Chantelle A. Porter, Vice-Chai

Circuit Judge
Eighteenth Judicial Circuit, DuPage County
Wheaton, IL 60187 | June 30, 2027

Emily Schuering Sutton
Attorney at Law
Macomb, IL 61455 | June 30, 2029

Tammy Hiler-Welch
Assistant State’s Attorney, MclLean County
Bloomington, IL. 61701 |June 30, 2028

Joanna Wells
Clinical Associate Professor
Carbondale, IL 62901 |June 30, 2028

Board of Trustee Liaison

Hon. Sandra T. Parga

Circuit Judge

Sixteenth Judicial Circuit, Kane County
St. Charles, IL 60174 | June 30, 2027

Heather Dorsey
Director, AOIC, CCFD & CIP Division
Springfield, IL 62704

Samantha Willeford
Training Specialist AOIC, CCFD & CIP Division
Springfield, IL 62704

Jaime Ochoa

Learning & Development Manager

AQIC, Judicial College Division, Dev. Unit
Chicago, IL 60601

Access to Justice Liaiso
Sarah Song

Supervising Senior Program Manager
Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts
Chicago, IL 60601

(Member seats: 14 | Vacancies: 0)

July 13, 2026



